
A i r b o r n e  Fo rc e s  D ay
&  A n n u a l  M u s t e r  E d i t i o n

Scottish weather is always a worry when organising events like Airborne Forces Day. With threatening 
skies hanging over the historic city of Dunfermline the organisers from Airborne Alliance, who were 
running the event, were keeping their fingers and everything else crossed in the hope that the day 
would remain dry.

Although we have held two parades in Dunfermline in previous years this was our first attempt 
at a more ambitious event to celebrate the formation of British Airborne Forces. This included a 
march through the city centre with the salute being taken by HM Lord Lieutenant of Fife, Robert 
Balfour. Then on to a memorial service in the Abbey to hear The Very Rev Dr Jeff Cuttell preach the 
sermon, which was followed by a reception and lunch in the Glen Pavilion in Pittencrieff Park.  Inside 
and around the Glen Pavilion were a variety of displays including historic military vehicles and their 
associated equipment. After lunch a free fall display by the Paragon display team was programmed to 
land in the park to bring back some parachuting memories to the airborne veterans looking on. 

As it turned out the day was a great success, the weather remained kind and not a lot of rain fell and 
when it did we were safely ensconced in the Glen Pavilion enjoying an excellent lunch. Sadly strong 
winds prevented the Paragon team completing their display but as all parachutists know, strong winds 
and a large canopy are not a compatible combination. That said, the drop zone (DZ) safety officer was 
in place to monitor the wind speed and the aircraft, with parachutists on board, made several passes 
over the DZ before returning to base.

We had a great day and we are very grateful for the warm reception extended to our endeavours by 
the good folk of Dunfermline and also the support provided by Fife Council. We are looking forward 
to a long and happy link with this most historic and welcoming of Scottish cities.
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We look forward
to seeing everyone

again at the Annual 
Muster next year.

Annual Subscription Rates
Full Member ....................... £10.00
Associate Member............. £10.00

ABA Website
www.airbornealliance.co.uk

Secretary’s Email
Sec.ABA@btinternet.com
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