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Well here we are again with the second edition of this newsletter having finally been told by RHQ PARA 
that we are now banned from Pegasus despite having been published in previous editions. It is a curious 
tale and it would appear that we have been gagged because the Executive Committee of the Parachute 
Regimental Association (PRA) have decreed they do not recognise ABA branches. The PRA has no 
connection whatsoever with the ABA. Pegasus is the journal of the Parachute Regiment & Airborne 
Forces and exists for both the serving and those who have retired regardless of unit or organisation. It 
is not a PRA journal and it should not be subject to editorial control by the PRA. 

Suffice it to say that in good faith we submitted a suitable article for the 2017 Yearbook before we were 
eventually notified of our exclusion. The decision to exclude us was probably made in October last year 
and we were eventually informed in February this year. Our Yearbook submission therefore forms the 
core of this spring edition of ABA Pegasus. This will be the last time we follow the Colchester edition 
guidelines. Whilst we will match their publication dates we will plan on a much larger summer edition 
with smaller spring and winter issues to reflect our activity levels.

The first 3 months of 2017 has been a busy time for the ABA with three well-supported Burns Suppers 
in various parts of Scotland and also participation in the Quarterly Service at the National War Memorial 
in Edinburgh Castle.  

The highlight of this year will be Airborne Forces Day Scotland in Dunfermline on Saturday 29th July 
and we are expecting a good turnout from our branches and also our friends from over the Border. 
There are of course many other ABA events planned and you can keep up to date by checking the ABA 
website for information about the main events.

One of the priorities of the past few months has been to strengthen our leadership teams in the branches 
to take account of retirements and the handover of responsibilities by some very long serving members 
who have given exceptional service. We welcome Colonel Kenneth Simpson who has taken up the 
reins as chairman of the Perth & District Branch. Douglas Wares is now running the Dundee Branch and 
Brigadier Alistair Macmillan has recently taken over in Glasgow. 

Clinton Hicks

Outside Edinburgh Castle prior to the Quarterly Service
held in the Scottish National War Memorial



I am afraid that I have to begin this newsletter with very sad news yet again. Victor Herd, President 
of the Dundee Branch ABA and formerly Chairman of PRA Dundee and latterly Chairman 
Dundee ABA, passed away on Thursday 2nd February. As these notes are being compiled, 
arrangements are under way for his funeral at Fowlis Church near Dundee on the 13th February. 
Vic will be sorely missed, his humour and good fellowship will be a lasting memory of a man, 
small of stature but huge in heart. Just before he died he was reflecting, with a twinkle in his 
eye, the football match in Mansour Stadium in Cairo, Egypt when 1 PARA beat 2 PARA. Years 
later he was delighted to remind that other Airborne warrior who passed away last year, Spence 
Harron, that he was the fleet of foot winger who had scored the winning goal, I like to think of 
them both limbering up for the return match on the other side; game to the end, Vic has been 
an inspiration to all who have had the pleasure of knowing him.

Annual Muster in Dunfermline

ABA has had a very eventful year and top of the 
high points has been our Annual Muster held 
in Dunfermline. This historic town has become 
our second home and our association with 
the burgh has been a happy and a productive 
one. We have been welcomed with open 
arms at all levels in the Local Authority and 
the Pavilion in Pittencrief Park has become 
a favourite venue not least because the staff 
and management have been extremely 
helpful. Our links with the Abbey get stronger 
with each passing year and we are all looking 
forward to Airborne Forces Day on Saturday 
the 29th July with increasing excitement and 
anticipation. This will be a great occasion which we are sure will be blessed with good weather. 
David Gatherum our project officer is regularly seen consulting with the weather gurus or 
maybe he just uses his phone a lot. All I know is that he has got friends in very high places so 
we proceed with confidence.

Aberdeen

It seems no time at all since we were reporting 
on our round of Burns Suppers for 2016.  This 
year there were three planned. Aberdeen Branch 
have always pulled the stops out and this year has 
been no exception with over ninety five people, 
dressed for the occasion, many swathed in tartan 
of course, celebrating the birth of our National 
Bard in the salubrious surroundings provided 
by the Reserve Forces Centre, Bridge of Don. 
Chairman of the branch, Ian Baxter addressed 
the haggis then “wi ready sleight” prepared the 
beastie for the assembly to consume and as any 
gourmet will know, this is a delicacy that has got 

to be accompanied with copious drams of the “cratur”.  To cut to the quick, if you can pardon 
the pun, “a gran nicht “was had by all.

Standards lead the parade at the Annual Muster
in Dunfermline April 2016

Ian Baxter addresses the haggis at the Aberdeen Burns Supper



Fife

Fife Branch followed with their inaugural 
Burns Supper and it was enjoyed to 
the full at the Tipsy Nipper restaurant 
at Fife Airport. (What, you didn’t know 
Fife had an airport - well now you do, so 
tell all your friends). A great night with 
Hugh McGarvey leading the charge 
with his assault on the haggis and 
Douglas Wares later in the proceedings 
following up with 
an informative 
and entertaining 
recital of the 
Immortal Memory 

and then for good measure proposing the toast to the lassies. Eileen 
Collins responded with alacrity and very amusingly shared her thoughts 
about men and their preoccupation with ball games. A young man called 
Connor Pratt from the Black Watch Battalion ACF piped in the Branch 
members and their guests at the beginning of the evening and later on 
“when a’ their weel-swall’d kytes belyve are bent lyke drums”  roughly 
translated means “when all our stomachs were full”, entertained us with a 
set of excellent pipe tunes. This was a really great first for the branch with 
the added satisfaction of raising a good sum to boost branch funds from 
the proceeds of a generous raffle.

Glasgow

Our Glasgow Branch favoured D’Arcy’s restaurant in the City Centre for their celebration on 
Friday 10th February and were joined by members from Stirlingshire, Fife and Aberdeen. It 
was a night to remember. Hugh McGarvey was in fine form when he addressed the haggis, Ron 
Jamieson delivered the Immortal Memory and Jim Carey proposed the toast to the lassies. The 
final oration was a superb rendition of Tam O’Shanter from Hugh McGarvey. I doubt anyone 
will ever hear a better delivery of Tam O’Shanter than that given by Hugh.

Members and guests at the Fife Burns Supper

Piping in the top table at the Fife Burns Supper

Hugh McGarvey addresses 
the haggis at the Fife Burns 

Supper



Edinburgh Castle

There was a good turnout of members 
from across the branches at the Quarterly 
Service for Castle Families held at 
the Scottish National War Memorial 
in Edinburgh Castle on Sunday 12th 
March. This is the second time we have 
attended this service, which is a unique 
event in the life of Edinburgh Castle. An 
enjoyable lunch for members followed 
at the Royal Scots Club.

Other Events

Fife will lay up their PRA Standard on Sunday 2nd April and Perth & District will lay up theirs 
on Sunday 30th April. This marks the end of the Laying up of Standards. Apart from Airborne 
Forces Day on the 29th July there are a number of other events in the programme this year 
some of which warrant a mention here.  

Aberdeen will host a 15 PARA (V) 70th Anniversary All Ranks Dinner at the Bridge of Don on 
Friday 5th May. Perth & District will hold their Annual Gathering on Saturday 13th May. On 
Saturday 3rd June a number of branches will be attending the Army Open Day at Leuchars. 
Thursday 3rd August will see some of the ABA members enjoying supper in the Royal Scots 
Club before they watch the Edinburgh Tattoo.  There is of course much more going on within 
the branches than space allows in this newsletter.

We hope that the reports and photographs provide a flavour of our activities and we send our 
best wishes to all our members and friends North, South, East and West and our earnest hopes 
for Good Health and Happy Landings wherever you are. If you would like to know more about 
the Airborne Alliance please visit our website at www.airbornealliance.co.uk
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